THE GREEN DRAKKOMAN

STORY

The drawing that you see at the top of

the page is the Green Drakkoman.

Benjamin has been drawing and creating

stories about the Green Drakkoman

since he could hold a pen. We're not sure

which came first the drawings or the stories.

The Green Drakkoman is a super hero friend of Benja-
min's. The Green Drakkoman has many arch enemies.
One of those arch enemies is the Evil Alien. It seems
that the Evil Alien has found the Green Drakkoman's
friend Benjamin and is hiding in his arm. It is the Evil
Alien that is making him sick. The doctors are working
with the Green Drakkoman to defeat the Evil Alien.
They are using a strong weapon called chemotherapy to
weaken the Evil Alien so the Green Drakkoman can
defeat him. After the Evil Alien is defeated by the Green
Drakkoman, they will remove him and use more chemo-
therapy to make sure the Evil Alien does not return.
Benjamin is not worried because he knows that the
Green Drakkoman can defeat the Evil Alien and he
will be well again.

Benjamin is receiving high dose chemotherapy at Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Albany Medical Center. Because of
the strength of the chemotherapy, it has to be delivered
on an inpatient basis. In January he will be undergoing
a surgical procedure to remove the cancerous bone and
tissues in his upper arm. It will be replaced with a donor
bone and then he will continue chemotherapy.

Benjamin and his twin brother James
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The Beginning of Ben's Journey:

Benjamin Stowell is 6 years old and a 1st grader
attending Blue Creek Elementary School. On the
Wednesday after Labor Day his mother fook him
to the emergency room because she noticed he had
difficulty raising his right arm above his head af-
ter his bath. He had fallen out of bed for the pre-
vious 8 nights and she thought he must have bro-
ken or dislocated something. It was 8 pm. the
night before the first day of school and she
wanted to make sure he was okay. The doctor in
the emergency room sent them home telling his
mother, "The X-ray looks fine, no breaks, every-
thing is where it should be. It must be a strained
muscle. If it doesn't get better by Friday make an
appointment with your pediatrician.” Ben went to
school all week, played soccer on the weekend, his
arm seemed fine. The next Friday, at 10:30 am.
they received a call from his pediatrician telling
them that Ben needed to get an MRT immediately.
The radiologist at the hospital, upon reviewing
Ben's X-ray, “saw something.” The MRI took a
couple of hours after which they went back to the
pediatrician’s office for the MRI report. The pe-
diatrician had already made an appointment for
Ben on the following Monday with an Orthopedic
Surgical Oncologist. The next Friday Benjamin had
a biopsy and they were told the unofficial diagno-
sis—Second Stage Osteogenic Sarcoma—which
was confirmed on the following Monday. The next
Friday Benjamin began chemotherapy.

Ben has not fallen out of bed since the night of his
X-ray.

For the latest on his journey go to:

www.greendrakkoman.com

Carrabba’s Italian Grill

in Latham is GENEROUSLY providing all of
the food and support for this event.. They
are making this wonderful event possible.

ITALIAN BRILL,

MENU

Adult—dine in or eat out - $15 (per person)

Chicken Marsala
Penne Pomodoro
Caesar Salad

Pepsi soft drinks

Children— dine in or eat out -$5(per person)

Penne Pomodoro
Pepsi soft drinks

Family Dinner for 4 — Take out only - $25
Penne with meat sauce or
Penne Pomodoro (vegetarian)
Caesar Salad

Live music provided bys
The Shaker High Jazz Ensemble

Bake sale
Chinese Auction
50/50

For more information contact;
ahelferich@nycap.rr.com
Or call 786-0034

Dinner Order Form

Name

Address

Telephone

Time of seating 3pm 5pm 7pm

Take-Out - Time of pickup

# of dinners eat —in $15 adult pp
$5 child pp

# of dinners take-out $15 adult pp
$5 child pp

$25 meat sauce

Family style meal for 4
$25 pomodoro

Additional Donation $

Total enclosed $

Make checks payable to :

The Ben Fund
Mail to:
The Ben Fund
c/o Blue Creek School PTA
100 Clinton Road
Latham NY 12110

RSVP by January 19



