Ark Community Charter School

ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN FOR THE CHARTER PERIOD 2008-2014

Academic Goals

English Language Arts

Goal: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and
understanding, for literary response and expression, for critical analysis and
evaluation, and for social interaction.

Absolute Proficiency
Required outcome measures

Each year, 75 percent of 3-6 graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will perform at
or above Level 3 on the New York State ELA examination.

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index on the State ELA exam will meet its
Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the State’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
accountability system.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams
Required outcome measures

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State ELA exam in each tested grade will be greater than that of the
local school district.

Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State ELA exam by at
least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) according to a
regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among all public schools in
New York State.!

Value Added to Student Learning
Required outcome measures

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between the percent at
or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State ELA exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on
the current year’s State ELA exam.?

! This complex and fair statistical analysis utilizes demographic and state assessment data, which gives schools an
opportunity to see where they stand compared to demographically similar schools across the state. The analysis

is conducted by CSI staff and presented to the school for incorporation into the annual Accountability Plan Progress
Report.

2 If a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show
at least an increase in the current year.



Mathematics

Goal: Students will understand the concepts of and become proficient with the skills of
mathematics; communicate and reason mathematically; become problem solvers by using
appropriate tools and strategies; through the integrated studies of number sense and operations,
algebra, geometry, measurement, and probability.

Absolute Proficiency
Required outcome measures

Each year, 75 percent of 3 - 6 graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will perform
at or above Level 3 on the New York State Mathematics examination.

Each year, the school’s aggregate Performance Index on the State math exam will meet its
Annual Measurable Objective set forth in the State’s No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
accountability system.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams
Required outcome measures

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State Math exam in each tested grade will be greater than that of the
local school district.

Each year, the school will exceed its expected level of performance on the State Math exam by at
least a small Effect Size (performing higher than expected to small degree) according to a
regression analysis controlling for students eligible for free lunch among all public schools in
New York State.?

Value Added to Student Learning
Required outcome measures

Each year, grade-level cohorts of students will reduce by one-half the gap between the percent at

or above Level 3 on the previous year’s State Math exam and 75 percent at or above Level 3 on
the current year’s State Math exam.*

Science

® This complex and fair statistical analysis utilizes demographic and state assessment data, which gives schools an
opportunity to see where they stand compared to demographically similar schools across the state. The analysis

is conducted by CSI staff and presented to the school for incorporation into the annual Accountability Plan Progress
Report.

* I a grade-level cohort exceeds 75 percent at or above Level 3 in the previous year, the cohort is expected to show
at least an increase in the current year.



Goal: Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and
theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the
historical development of ideas in science.

Absolute Proficiency
Required outcome measures

Each year, 75 percent of fourth graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will
perform at or above Level 3 on the New York State Science examination.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams
Required outcome measure

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing

at or above Level 3 on the State Science exam will be greater than that of the local school
district.

Social Studies

Goal: Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their
understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the
history of the United States and New York.

Absolute Proficiency
Required outcome measure

Each year, 75 percent of fifth graders who are enrolled in at least their second year will perform
at or above Level 3 on the New York State Social Studies examination.

Comparative Proficiency on State Exams

Required outcome measure

Each year, the percent of students who are enrolled in at least their second year and performing
at or above Level 3 on the State Social Studies exam will be greater than that of the local school
district.

Additional Required Academic Measure

Required outcome measure

Under the state’s NCLB accountability system, the school’s Accountability Status will be “Good
Standing” each year.



